Geologically there are sufficient metallic mineral resources worldwide for the next century.
• Though stated reserves of different mineral commodities are taken to be finite, the reality is that industry has continued to supply these commodities at required levels (and at decreasing price) despite consistently increasing demand.
• 
Academic Mining Programs Worldwide
• Fewer individuals in the developed world are seeking a future in the minerals industry.
• As the current population of professionals is "greying" we are not seeing the required number of young people entering the field in the developed world to replace them. This is reflected in loss of university programs in the western world. The Challenge for the Next Century Despite the geologic availability of mineral resources, the minerals industry of the future will require visionary leadership and an influx of high-quality imaginative professionals to identify mineral resources that can be extracted in socially and environmentally acceptable means at low cost.
